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Factsheet: Bob Sussman's 3/8 Meeting with Bristol Bay Tribal Village Representatives, 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) and Trout Unlimited (TU) (all oppose Pebble 

Mine) 

Why have representatives from Bristol Bay Tribal Villages, BBNC and TU, all of whom 
oppose the proposed Pebble Mine project in Bristol Bay, Alaska, requested a meeting with 
the senior EPA officials? 

• Nine federally recognized tribes and other stakeholders requested in 2010 that EPA take 
action to protect Bristol Bay's salmon populations. They have expressed concern that the 
significant Bristol Bay salmon fishery would be at risk from large-scale mining such as 
the proposed Pebble Mine. The representatives coming on 3/8 are part of this coalition 
and have continued to press EPA to take action to stop the Pebble Mine. They are 
coming on 3/8 to: 

o Encourage EPA to complete its assessment effort as rapidly as possible 
o Describe some of the studies they are doing in support of EPA's assessment 
o Describe the outreach their coalition is performing with Congress, the Executive 

Branch, specific stakeholder groups (i.e., sportsmen, faith and native 
communities) and in specific regions (e.g., Pacific NW, Alaska) 

• We also heard from two tribes and other stakeholders who support development in the 
Bristol Bay watershed and they have requested we take no action until a permitting 
process begins. 

What is EPA's Bristol Bay Assessment? 
• In response to these competing sets of requests, in February 2011, EPA launched the 

Bristol Bay Assessment to better understand the watershed and its resources. This 
comprehensive analysis will allow EPA to better understand how future large-scale 
mining may affect the Bristol Bay salmon fishery. 

• EPA's assessment is not specific to Pebble; it uses a plausible generic mining scenario 

• EPA will use the results of this assessment to evaluate options for assuring that the 
resources of Bristol Bay upon which the salmon fishery depends are effectively 
protected. 

• EPA's assessment is being conducted by EPA Region 10, the Office of Water, and the 
Office of Research and Development with assistance from the USGS, USFWS and 
NOAA. 

• Throughout, EPA has coordinated the design and approach for its assessment with 
federal, state, tribal and local partners. 

• The assessment will be peer reviewed to ensure scientific integrity 

What is the schedule for the Bristol Bay Assessment? 
• February 24, 2012- Published Federal Register request for public input on members of 

Scientific Peer Review Panel (extended until March 16) 
• Late March 2012- Publish Federal Register request for public input on Peer Review 

Charge 
• Late April2012- Release Draft Assessment for Public and Peer Review 
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• May 2012- EPA holds public meetings to present Draft Assessment in Alaska (e.g., in 
Anchorage as well as locations TBD in Bristol Bay) 

• August 2012- Scientific Peer Review Panel holds open meeting in Anchorage 
• November 2012- Release Final Assessment 

What is the status of the Bristol Bay Assessment? 
• EPA is preparing to release a Federal Register Notice in late March requesting public 

input on the Charge to the Scientific Peer Review Panel. 
• Based upon requests, EPA has extended the period to provide nominations for the Peer 

Review Panel from March 9 until March 16. 
• EPA is still on schedule to release its Draft Assessment in late April/early May 2012. 

Background: 
• Bristol Bay, Alaska, is home to a salmon fishery that is of significant economic and 

subsistence value to the people of Alaska and depends on clean water and a healthy 
watershed to remain sustainable. 

• The Pebble Limited Partnership and other mining interests are actively exploring large
scale metallic sulfide (i.e., gold, copper, molybdenum) mining in the headwaters of two 
drainage basins in the Bristol Bay that provide key habitat for salmon. Anticipated 
development from the Pebble Limited Partnership alone has the potential to make this 
one of the largest mining development projects in the world. 

• Tribes and other groups have expressed concerns that the proposed Pebble Mine will 
jeopardize the Bristol Bay Salmon fishery which is a major economic driver for the 
region as well as critical for subsistence and cultural use. 

• In 2010 and 2011, these concerns prompted nine tribes and a number of other 
organizations (including fisherman, seafood processors, hunters and anglers, chefs and 
restaurant owners, jewelry companies, members of the faith community, elected officials 
and the public from across Alaska and the rest of the country) to petition EPA to use 
Section 404( c) of the Clean Water Act to prevent or at least restrict the proposed Pebble 
Mine in the Bristol Bay watershed. Two tribes and a number of other entities (including 
the Governor of Alaska and the Pebble Limited Partnership) requested that EPA wait for 
the permitting process before taking any action. 

• Public interest in the assessment is very high. EPA has received over 15,000 e-mails and 
hundreds of letters supporting our work and approximately 1,000 people have signed up 
for the project e-mail list. 

• Project information is available at www.epa.gov.region10/bristolbay 
• The analysis will be strengthened by scientific peer review, tribal consultation, federal 

and state agency participation, as well as public and industry input. EPA will accept and 
consider public input during development of the watershed assessment and will continue 
to work closely with tribal governments and state and federal agencies as we undertake 
this analysis. 
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